Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application. Applicant has submitted a new complete claim set showing marked up 
claims with insertions indicated by underlining and deletions indicated by strikeouts 
and/or double bracketing. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing a selection of properties for an 
electronic document associated with an application program having a user interface, 
comprising the steps of: 

determining a context for the electronic document displayed on the user 

interface; 

determining a status of a property for the electronic document; and 
based upon the context of the electronic document and the status of the 

property, 

creating a customized palette for the user interface so that the palette 
comprises a control only for an available property for the electronic document 
and excludes controls for unavailable properties for the electronic document; 
and 

displaying the palette in conjunction with the electronic document on the 
user interface including sizing the palette and resizing the displayed electronic 
document to accommodate the palette so that the palette and the electronic document 
are simultaneously viewable such that said palette and an activated associated content 
of the palette do not obscure viewing of said electronic document, the activated 
associated content of the palette being a pop-up menu or pull down box, wherein the 
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displayed palette excludes displayed controls for the unavailable properties for the 
electronic document. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

determining a change in the status of the property or the context of the 
electronic document; and 

based upon the change of the property or the change in context of the 
electronic document, 

modifying the palette to reflect the change in the property or the 
change in the context of the electronic document, wherein the modified palette includes 
a control only for an available property for the electronic document and excludes 
controls for unavailable properties for the electronic document; and 

replacing the palette with the modified palette so that the 
modified palette is displayed in conjunction with the electronic document on the user 
interface, wherein the displayed modified palette excludes displayed controls for the 
unavailable properties for the electronic document. 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

sizing the modified palette and resizing the displayed electronic 
document to accommodate the modified palette so that the modified palette and the 
electronic document are simultaneously viewable. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
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coordinating the palette with a predefined interface associated with the 
application program so that the palette provides control features in a same order as 
corresponding control features in the predefined interface; and 

displaying the predefined interface in conjunction with the palette and 
the electronic document. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

coordinating the modified palette with a predefined interface associated 
with the application program so that the modified palette provides control features in a 
same order as corresponding control features in the predefined interface; and 

displaying the predefined interface in conjunction with the modified 
palette and the electronic document. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the context of the electronic document 
consists of at least one of the following: textual content, formatting content, or 
graphical content. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the property consists of one of the 
following: a formatting command, an application program command, or an electronic 
document characteristic. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the palette comprises a 
graphical user interface for an application program. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the palette comprises a 
floating palette. 

Type of Response: AMENDMENT under 37 C.F.R. 1.111 
Application Number: 09/770,337 
Attorney Docket Number: 1 50899.01 
Filing Date: January 26, 2001 

4/16 



1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the palette comprises a 
property browser palette window. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 5, wherein the predefined interface comprises a 
toolbar. 

1 3. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein the predefined interface comprises a 
toolbar. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing a selection of formatting 

properties for an electronic document associated with an application program having a 

user interface comprising: 

a memory for storing a property browser program module; and 

a processing unit functionally coupled to the memory for executing 

computer-executable instructions operable for: 

determining formatting properties for an electronic document 

associated with the application program, wherein a formatting property has an 

associated control; 

determining a context for the electronic document; 

creating a customized palette based upon the formatting 
properties and the context of the electronic document, wherein the customized palette 
includes controls only for formatting properties that are available to a user and excludes 
controls for formatting properties that are not available to a user; 
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coordinating the palette with a toolbar associated with the 
application program so that the palette provides control features in a same order as 
corresponding control features in the toolbar; and 

sending the palette to a user interface associated with the 
application program for display adjacent to a viewing content area occupied by the 
electronic document and for display with the toolbar, such that the palette and an 
activated associated content of the palette do not obscure any portion of the viewing 
content area occupied by the electronic document regardless of whether the electronic 
document occupies all portions of the viewing content area , the activated associated 
content including a pop-up menu or a pull down box , wherein the displayed palette 
excludes displayed controls for the unavailable formatting properties for the electronic 
document. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 4, wherein the processing 
unit is further operable for: 

determining a change in the status of a formatting property or the 
context of the electronic document; and 

based upon the change of the formatting property or the context of the 
electronic document, 

modifying the palette to reflect the change in the formatting 
property or the change in the context of the electronic document, wherein the modified 
palette includes controls only for formatting properties that are available to a user and 
excludes controls for formatting properties that are not available to a user; and 

replacing the palette with the modified palette so that the 
modified palette is displayed in conjunction with the electronic document on the user 
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interface, wherein the displayed modified palette excludes displayed controls for the 
unavailable formatting properties for the electronic document. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 4, wherein the processing 
unit is further operable for: 

sizing the palette and resizing the electronic document to accommodate 
the palette so that the palette and the electronic document can be simultaneously 
viewed. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 5, wherein the processing 
unit is further operable for: 

sizing the modified palette and resizing the electronic document to 
accommodate the modified palette so that the modified palette and the electronic 
document can be simultaneously viewed. 

18. (Canceled) 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 5, wherein the processing 
unit is further operable for: 

coordinating the modified palette with the toolbar so that the modified 
palette provides control features in a same order as corresponding control features in 
the toolbar and 

displaying the toolbar in conjunction with the modified palette and the 
electronic document. 
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20. (Original) The computer system of Claim 1 4, wherein the context of the electronic 
document consists of at least one of the following: textual content, formatting content, 
or graphical content. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 4, wherein a formatting 
property consists of one of the following: a formatting command, an application 
program command, or an electronic document characteristic. 

22. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 14, wherein the palette 
comprises a graphical user interface for an application program. 

23. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 14, wherein the palette 
comprises a floating palette. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 14, wherein the palette 
comprises a property browser palette window. 

25-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer system for providing a selection of formatting 

properties for an electronic document associated with an application program having a 

user interface comprising: 

a memory for storing a property browser program module; and 

a processing unit functionally coupled to the memory, for executing 

computer-executable instructions operable for: 
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determining formatting properties for an electronic document 
displayed on the user interface associated with the application program, wherein a 
formatting property has an associated control; 

determining a context for the electronic document; 

creating a customized palette based upon the formatting 
properties and the context of the electronic document, wherein the customized palette 
includes controls only for formatting properties that are available to a user and excludes 
controls for formatting properties that are not available to a user; 

sizing the palette and resizing the displayed electronic document 
to accommodate the palette so that the palette and the electronic document can be 
simultaneously viewed; 

coordinating the palette with a toolbar associated with the 
application program so that the palette provides control features in a same order as 
corresponding control features in the toolbar; 

sending the palette to a user interface associated with the 
application program, wherein the displayed palette at the user interface excludes 
displayed controls for the unavailable formatting properties for the electronic document; 

determining a change in the status of the formatting property or 
the context of the electronic document; and 

based upon the change of the formatting property or the context 
of the electronic document, 

modifying the palette to reflect the change in the 
formatting property or the change in the context of the electronic document, wherein 
the modified palette includes controls only for formatting properties that are available to 
a user and excludes controls for formatting properties that are not available to a user; 
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sizing the modified palette and resizing the displayed 
electronic document to accommodate the modified palette so that the modified palette 
and the electronic document can be simultaneously viewed; 

coordinating the modified palette with the toolbar so that the 
modified palette provides control features in a same order as corresponding control 
features in the toolbar; and 

replacing the palette with the modified palette so that the 
modified palette is displayed adjacent to a viewing content area occupied by the 
electronic document on the user interface, said modified palette being displayed such 
that the modified palette and an activated associated content of the modified palette do 
not obscure any portion of the viewing content area occupied by said electronic 
document regardless of whether the electronic document occupies all portions of the 
viewing content area , the activated associated content including a pop-up menu or a 
pull down box , wherein the displayed modified palette excludes displayed controls for 
the unavailable formatting properties for the electronic document. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein displaying the palette in 
conjunction with the electronic document further comprises: 

resizing another electronic document displayed on the user interface so that the 
palette, the electronic document, and the another electronic document are 
simultaneously viewable. 

29. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 6, wherein the processing 
unit is further operable for: 
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resizing another electronic document displayed on the user interface so that the 
customized palette, the electronic document, and the another electronic document can 
be simultaneously viewed. 
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